 INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE RESEARCH PAPER:

· Pick one of the following topics bellow.
· Copy and Paste each of the four parts of the questions, and write your answers under them.
· Try to answer each part (Parts 1-4) as completely as you can in a page or two.

1) Write a total of at least 5 - 7 pages (not counting the cut/paste sentences and the bibliography), 
2) You might team-up with a partner in the class, and write twice as much, and earn one grade.
3) Use the resources of our John Jay library.
4) Be sure to list your sources following APA format (the style sheet is available from the library). 
5) Use the Blackboard readings to answer Part Two
6) Find at least 5 substantial sources of information, data, and analysis.
7) Hand in your research report on the last day of the term, right before the final exam is given out.
8) Prepare a one page “Executive Summary” of the highlights on your findings which can be posted on the Discussion Board so everyone else can benefit from your discoveries.



Choose any of these topics;

2)  The problem of violence between students
in high schools in New York City

Part One:   SERIOUSNESS 
How serious is the problem of violence between high school students 
in New York City? 
How many shootings, stabbings, serious beatings, and rapes were reported
on the grounds of high schools in NYC?
Which high schools are known to be the most troubled by student violence?
        Is the scope of the problem growing or diminishing over time? 
        (Try to determine if there are any                
        changes over the last ten years or so, according to estimates or reports).

Part Two:   RELEVANCE OF THEORIES
What are some of the reasons why high school students might lash out violently? 
Discuss some crime theories studied in class 
that help us to understand why some people want to become mobsters.

Part Three:  CRIMINAL JUSTICE “SOLUTIONS”	
What kinds of law enforcement strategies (policing, prosecution, punishment) 
are currently being used to reduce violence in NYC high schools?
Is there any evidence of their effectiveness?

Part Four:  ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES 
         Is the problem of violence by high school students being handled in a different way in other big cities?
As an alternative to the criminal justice approach, what kinds of improvements in economic and social conditions also might reduce this illegal activity?

    
3)	The problem of violence between members of   
    street gangs in New York City

Part One:   SERIOUSNESS 
How serious is the street gang problem? 
What are the most powerful street gangs in New York City these days?
How many incidents of stabbing, shootings, and killings took place in recent years?
How many people are involved in street gang activity?
        (Try to get the latest statistics).
        Is the scope of the problem growing or diminishing over time? 
        (Try to determine if there are any                
        changes over the last ten years or so, according to estimates or reports).

Part Two:   RELEVANCE OF THEORIES
What are some of the reasons why certain individuals become offenders in this criminal activity? Discuss some crime theories studied in class 
that help us to understand why some people join street gangs.

Part Three:  CRIMINAL JUSTICE “SOLUTIONS”
What kinds of law enforcement strategies (policing, prosecution, punishment)
        are currently being used to reduce this criminal activity? 
Is there any evidence of their effectiveness?
Why are gang databases so controversial?

Part Four:  ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES 
         Is the problem of street gang violence being handled in a different way in other big cities?
As an alternative to the criminal justice approach, what kinds of improvements in economic and social conditions also might reduce this illegal activity?


4)	The problem of Marihuana smoking and selling 
in New York City

Part One:   SERIOUSNESS 
How serious is the problem of selling and smoking in New York City? 
How many marihuana arrests for selling and possession took place in recent years?
How many people are involved in this activity, as sellers or smokers?
        (Try to get the latest statistics).
        Is the scope of the problem growing or diminishing over time? 
        (Try to determine if there are any                
        changes over the last ten years or so, according to estimates or reports).

Part Two:   RELEVANCE OF THEORIES
What are some of the reasons why certain individuals become pot sellers? 
Discuss some crime theories studied in class 
that help us to understand why some people break the drug laws.

Part Three:  CRIMINAL JUSTICE “SOLUTIONS”
What kinds of law enforcement strategies (policing, prosecution, punishment) 
are currently being used to reduce pot selling and smoking? 
Is there any evidence of their effectiveness?

Part Four:  ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES 
         Is the problem of marijuana selling and smoking being handled in a different way in other big cities?


5)  The problem of Cocaine selling and snorting, and crack smoking in New York City

Part One:   SERIOUSNESS 
How serious is the problem of selling and snorting/smoking cocaine in New York City? 
How many cocaine arrests for selling and possession took place in recent years?
How many people are involved in this activity, as sellers or snorters/smokers?
        (Try to get the latest statistics).
        Is the scope of the problem growing or diminishing over time? 
        (Try to determine if there are any                
        changes over the last ten years or so, according to estimates or reports).

Part Two:   RELEVANCE OF THEORIES
What are some of the reasons why certain individuals become cocaine sellers? 
Discuss some crime theories studied in class 
that help us to understand why some people break the drug laws.

Part Three:  CRIMINAL JUSTICE “SOLUTIONS”
What kinds of law enforcement strategies (policing, prosecution, punishment) 
are currently being used to reduce cocaine selling and snorting/smoking? 
Is there any evidence of their effectiveness?

Part Four:  ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES 
         Is the problem of cocaine being handled in a different way in other big cities?


